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SUBJECT: AFGHAN POSITION ON LOS BECOMES MORE "FLEXIBLE" 

REF: 77 STATE 294137 

1 . ABDUL MAJID MANGAL, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE MFA'S INTERNA- 
CIONAL RELATIONS AND UN AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT, AND THE GOVERNMENT 
OF AFGHANISTAN'S (GOA) PRINCIPAL ACTION OFFICER ON LOS MATTERS, 
CALLED IN AN EMBASSY OFFICER JANUARY 18 TO DISCUSS SUBSTANCE 
OF TALKING POINTS BASED ON PARAGRAPHS ONE THROUGH TEN OF REFTEL, 
WHICH HAD BEEN SENT TO HIS OFFICE ON DECEMBER 18. ACCORDING TO 
MANGAL, THE GOA WAS "DISAPPOINTED" THAT THE DISCUSSIONS IN 
GENEVA CHAIRED BY NORWEGIAN LOS MINISTER EVENSEN HAD BEEN SO 
"SELECTIVE" AND HAD NOT INCLUDED REPRESENTATIVES OF A LANDLOCKED 
DEVELOPING COUNTRY. MANGAL ADDED THAT THE POSITION AND INTERESTS 
OF THIS GROUP OF COUNTRIES, WHICH HE CALLED THE "GROUP OF 52," 

WERE REFLECTED IN POSITION PAPERS READILY AVAILABLE TO OTHER 
DELEGATIONS, AND HE URGED THAT THESE DOCUMENTS BE CONSULTED 
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IN ANY FURTHER DISCUSSIONS UNDERTAKEN BY EVENSEN, IN ORDER TO 
ACCOMMODATE THE INTERESTS OF THE LANDLOCKED 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

SPECIFICALLY, MANGAL URGED THAT FURTHER DISCUSSIONS FOCUS 
MORE ON TWO POINTS: 1) THE GUARANTEE OF TRANSIT RIGHTS FOR LAND- 
LOCKED COUNTRIES; AND 2) THEIR RIGHT TO SHARE IN THE OCEANS' 
WEALTH AS A COMMON HERITAGE OF MANKIND. 
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2. EXPANDING ON THESE POINTS, MANGEL SAID THAT THE GOA CONSIDERS 
THE PRESENT CHAPTER IN THE INFORMAL COMPOSITE NEGOTIATING 
TEXT (ICNT) REGARDING ACCESS TO THE SEA AS "NOT ACCEPTABLE TO 
THE LANDLOCKED DEVELOPING COUNTRIES BECAUSE IT IS RESTRICTIVE 
AND DISCRIMINATING IN NATURE IN COMPARISON WITH THE OTHER 
PROVISIONS OF THE ICNT.” FURTHERMORE, MANGAL CONTINUED, THE 
GROUP OF 52'S INTERESTS SHOULD BE PROTECTED IN ESTABLISHING 

THE LEGAL STATUS OF THE ECONOMIC ZONE, ESPECIALLY WITH RESPECT 
TO THEIR "RIGHT TO AN EQUAL SHARE IN THE EXPLORATION AND EXPLOI- 
TATION OF LIVING AND NON LIVING RESOURCES OF THE ECONOMIC ZONE, 
INCLUDING THOSE OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF." 

3. ACCORDING TO MANGAL, THE GOA FEELS THAT THE LANDLOCKED 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WOULD ACCEPT A "COMPROMISE" TO BREAK THE 

CURRENT DEADLOCK. SUCH A COMPROMISE, HE CONTINUED, WOULD BE THAT 
THIS GROUP WOULD "ACCEPT THE DISTANCE CRITERIA (200 NM), IF 
THEIR INTERESTS WERE ADEQUATELY PROVIDED FOR WITHIN THE ESTABLISH 
MENT OF AN ECONOMIC REGIME." HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE GOA "IS 
FLEXIBLE ON A REGIME REGARDING INTERNATIONAL DEEP SEABED EXPLOITA- 
TION, IN ORDER TO PAVE THE WAY FOR A RAPID IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
COMMON HERITAGE CONCEPT." MANGAL CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT THE 
"RIGID POSITIONS OF SOME COASTAL STATES REGARDING KEY ISSUES" 

WOULD HAVE TO BECOME MORE FLEXIBLE IN ORDER TO BREAK THE PRESENT 
DEADLOCK. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 KABUL 00538 210759Z 


4. COMMENT: MOHAMMAD YAHYA MAROOFI, THE DIRECTOR OF MANGAL'S 
DEPARTMENT IN THE MFA, MADE SIMILAR POINTS RE THE GOA'S POSITION 
ON TRANSIT RIGHTS AND SHARING THE SEAS' WEALTH AT AN AMBASSADORIAL 
LUNCHEON JANUARY 14, BUT MAROOFI DID NOT MENTION THAT THE GOA 
WAS CONTEMPLATING ADOPTING A MORE "FLEXIBLE" POSTURE REGARDING 
LOS NEGOTIATIONS. EVIDENTLY THE AFGHANS ARE BECOMING INCREASINGLY 
INTERESTED IN REACHING SOME COMPROMISE LOS AGREEMENT SO THAT THE 
GOA CAN BEGIN SHARING SOME OF THE BENEFITS OF THE OCEANS' 

RESOURCES. END COMMENT. 
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